
1st May 2020 

  

 

 
 

Dear All 

Parish Finances 

"All things come from you and of your own do we give you" – 1 Chronicles 29:14 

 If you receive regular news from St Michael's you are also receiving this newsletter 

concerning church finances and my apologies that I haven't been able to send more 

personalised messages to what I know is a wide range of people. 

Firstly, thank you to everyone who gives of their time, their love and their care to this 

church, its work and its people.  Thank you to everyone who already gives generously to 

the church financially, however that is expressed, but especially through regular giving.  I 

am afraid I cannot thank you individually because, quite rightly, I neither know who 

gives, how much is given, nor how.  That is between the giver and God (and the church 

administrator of course!).  

St Michael's income fell sharply in the first quarter of 2020 (which included only one 

week of lockdown) resulting in a deficit of income over expenditure of £9,000 against a 

budgeted deficit of £3,000.  Expenses are strictly controlled and will be recouped where 

possible, e.g. certain utilities and service agreements.  As will be experienced by other 

churches and charities, income will fall more sharply still during this second quarter, and 

possibly beyond. 

St Michael's is vulnerable in three areas:  

Collection plate giving:  In 2019, this was 16% of donated income, which is high 

compared to other churches.  If there are no services, there is no income.  "Irregular 

donations" - where cash and cheques are individually gifted but also, mostly, placed on 

the plate – are also a significant percentage of donated income (in 2019 12%).  Taken 

together, during the first three months of 2020 these donations totalled £1,945, against 



a budget of £3,910.  Since lockdown on 24th March that income has been – and will 

continue to be - zero.  

Rental income:  Last year's rental income (hall, CCRC rooms and car park) was roughly 

£10,000 each quarter, 31% of total income.  It is likely we will have no income from this 

source for at least four months with, at best, bookings returning gradually thereafter.    

Fundraising income: Our largest single event, the Spring Fair, which last year raised 

£3,923, has been cancelled. 

How can we respond? 

 Many of you who grow plants for the Spring Fair have instead been selling them outside 

your homes not only for St Michael's but also other vital causes and charities, where 

income has similarly fallen.  While the Parish Office is closed the best way to make one 

off donations of any size, gift-aided if appropriate, is through the church's Golden Giving 

account. The link is https://www.goldengiving.com/secure/donation/st-michael-and-all-

angels-church. 

But the most valuable way to respond is by enrolling in the Parish Giving Scheme. 

This was relaunched to the 141 people on the electoral roll in November 2019.  To date 

28 monthly donations are made in this way.  Signing up to regular giving under this 

scheme, which involves only a telephone call or the completion of a brief application 

form, enables assured regular income, as well as reduced time and cost in 

administration. 

Our particular plea at this time is that those who have not already joined this 

scheme prayerfully consider doing so now.  If you received an application form last 

year and still have it to hand you may use it.  Or new donors can now ring the Parish 

Giving Scheme direct and set up a direct debit over the phone.  The number to call is 

0333 002 1271 and to find out more about the scheme please visit 

https://www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk/ .  Please note that if you sign up by phone you 

will need the following information – "Parish of St Michael / PGS Parish Code 270627568 

/ Town Beaconsfield / in the diocese of Oxford". 

I am sorry to write in this vein at a time when our primary concern is our wellbeing and 

that of our families, when we ourselves may face financial insecurity, and when we quite 

literally don't know what tomorrow will bring.  But the implications of the current 

situation on our church finances are clear to see and it would be irresponsible not to 

make them plain. 

Thank you again for your love and support for St Michael's.  As Christians we give to our 

church out of faith, hope and love, which we share with one another, our communities 

and our world.  We receive from God abundance beyond all knowing, remembering the 

words at the head of this letter "All things come from you and of your own do we give 

you".  Please be part of enabling this church to weather this current crisis and flourish in 

love and service in the new, and we hope better, world to come. 

https://www.goldengiving.com/secure/donation/st-michael-and-all-angels-church
https://www.goldengiving.com/secure/donation/st-michael-and-all-angels-church
https://www.parishgivingscheme.org.uk/


 

With love and prayers, and my thanks for considering this letter. 

  

Sharon 

  

The Revd. Sharon Roberts 

Team Vicar, St Michael and All Angels 

01494 681766 / 0787 1163679 

vicar@stmichaelsbeaconsfield.org.uk 
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