
Welcome to St Michael's Newsletter 8th April 2020.  

 

 
Dear Friends at St Michaels 

  

As you will have seen, together or individually Michael, Jeremy and I have been issuing a 

variety of communications in a variety of styles. You will be receiving these from our new 

database – ChurchSuite - and from new sources, for example one of the Team 

Administrators of Deborah Forrest, Helen Sanderson White, Christine Adali or our own 

Zoe Lawrence (Zoe L on the emails), so do please check your Spam now and again to 

make sure you aren't missing any of our news. If you transfer messages into your inbox 

your PC will know next time that you want to read them! Do check, too, that you have 

received and replied to the email from ChurchSuite on 31st March, headed Consent 

Request, as without that consent we are unable to continue to communicate with you. 

 The one constant in all our communications, though, is that all three of our Team 

churches are working together as equal partners to try to enable us to be a church 

without a church. Maybe more than at any other time we can fully know what that feels 

like, but also know that one thing we can never be is church without a community. In 

these terribly challenging and for many dark times, we live out that sense of community 

in the same way that we always do - through practical help and spiritual nourishment 

given and received, delivered at the moment through a food parcel left on a doorstep, 

spiritual resources popped in the post or provided electronically, and through virtual 

worship shared on line. Above all, we are all, I know, keeping in touch with one another 

by telephone. 

 As an additional resource, here is a link to the St Michael's website where you will find 

prayers and scripture provided by Hazel for Good Friday stations of the Cross 2020 

Coronavirus pandemic.pdf. These take us on a journey of the Stations of the Cross, using 

images which are identical to those in St George's Cathedral in Jerusalem, which some of 

us may remember. We also attach Readings and resources for Easter Day.pdf . 

  

https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/HqUwQOzpQ2G77B0Snr7d
https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/HqUwQOzpQ2G77B0Snr7d
https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/crJNQanpSam1kzHVQ871


I hope you have been able to watch some of the live streamed and video recorded 

worship which is available on the Beaconsfield Team Ministry Facebook page. This 

Sunday at 10 am Graham Hine and Kristel Van Wauwe will be taking part in the prayers 

and Meghan will be giving one of the readings. As we set out in the newsletter sent 

yesterday from Jeremy's email address we will continue to let you know week by week 

what is available, when, but we will be reducing daily worship next week to 7pm only to 

leave you free to discover the amazing offering of virtual worship and spiritual resources 

provided by so many of our churches and cathedrals. If you find something really 

exciting do let us know – we are all learning from one another at the moment. And if you 

discover good children's worship resources do please share those with me too. This is an 

area which it is important for us to cover more fully. 

 I know that as we approach the one time of the year when, traditionally, Holy 

Communion would be taken by all the people, many of us will particularly feel that loss. 

The Prayer of Spiritual Communion which is also on the attached Easter sheet may help 

us: 

 "I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time 

receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace 

you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me 

serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending 

peace. Amen." 

 I close with my love and prayers for inner peace and joy at this strangest of Holy Weeks 

and approaching Easter and the firm hope of better days to come, probably in ways we 

cannot yet imagine. I think perhaps this quote, from our next Archbishop of York, 

Stephen Cottrell, says it all: 

 "When this is over may God spare us from "getting back to normal". We await a 

resurrection". 

  

All blessings, and may you and your families keep safe, 

  

Sharon 

 


