
11th December 2020 

 

Dear All 
 
THE COLLECT FOR THIS WEEK: 
God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THIS WEEKS READINGS: 
John 1.6-8, 19-28 
 
Comment:  Introduced as a witness to the light, John identifies himself as one who prepares the 
way for the promised Messiah.  He is clear about the task to which he is called - to point away 
from himself and towards the one who is to come.  

 
HOLY COMMUNION SERVICES IN CHURCH.. 
 
Sunday 13th December : 10am 2gether service - "Rejoice Sunday" (Gaudete) do bring a small 
cardboard box to church, with Sharon 
Wednesday 16th December : 9 am Common Worship, with Cathy 
Sunday 20th December : 10am Common Worship with recorded carols, with Cathy and Hazel 
Wednesday 23rd December : 9am Common Worship, with Sharon 
Sunday 27th December : 10am Common Worship with recorded carols, with Cathy 
Wednesday 30th December : 9am Common Worship, with Cathy 
(In a change of arrangement  since we last worshipped in church, please sit only where there is 
not a cushion on the seat!) 
Do remember that if you would like to read the scripture at any service (other than 2gether), 
including the Christmas services, just let Sharon or Cathy know. 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES IN CHURCH BY PRIOR BOOKING ONLY... 
 
Christmas Eve 8pm - Holy Communion with recorded carols, with Sharon 
Christmas Eve 11.15 pm - Holy Communion with recorded carols, with Sharon 
Christmas Morning 10am - Family Service with Holy Communion and recorded carols, with 



Sharon 
We seek four Welcomers for each of these Christmas services (thanks to those who have 
already volunteered).  Please let Sharon or Tom Holyer know this weekend if you might be able 
to help - they can give you details.  Its the easiest way to guarantee yourself a seat! 
vicar@stmichaelsbeaconsfield.org.uk. 
 
We are delighted that Alan Lewis, our organist and choir master, and members of the St 
Michael's Choir have recorded a wide range of Christmas carols and anthems which will 
feature as our recorded music at Sunday and Christmas services between 20th and 27th 
December.  Not to be missed! 
 
This week at St Mary's: 
8 am BCP and 10am CW Holy Communion - Sunday 13th December.  The 10am service will be 
livestreamed http://youtube.com/c/BeaconsfieldTeamMinistry 
9am CW Holy Communion Service  - Thursday 17th December 
 
...and at St Thomas's: 
11.30 am CW Holy Communion Service - Sunday 13th December 
3.00 pm Afternoon Prayers - Sunday 13th December 
 
On line services : 
 
Family Sunday http://youtube.com/c/BeaconsfieldTeamMinistry: 
 
The Big On Line Christingle Zoom service - 5.30 pm this Sunday 13th December.  St Michael's 
families who have signed up for this on-line service should collect a bag, with everything needed 
to make their Christingles, between 2 - 4 pm from St Michael's Church.  
 
Every day 7pm – Compline/Night Prayer, via 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/beaconsfieldteamministry/ and YouTube (as above). 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 9am – Morning Prayer via Zoom. The ID is 896 7420 8565 and the 
password Prayer. 
 
and on line services over Christmas available from 
http://youtube.com/c/BeaconsfieldTeamMinistry: 
 
St Mary's Nine Lessons and Carols 6.30 pm Sunday 20th December (bookable and livestreamed)  
 
Virtual Team Crib Service - Christmas Eve (available anytime)    
 
St Mary's Midnight Communion 11.30 pm - Christmas Eve  (bookable and livestreamed) 
 
St Mary's Christmas Communion 8am and 10am - Christmas Day (bookable and 10am 
livestreamed) 
 
Light Up A Life Service will be online this year and will take place this Sunday 13 Dec at 5pm.  A 
link to the service can be found on St Mary's website. 
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Don't forget that at St Michael's there is an outdoor display of 24 fabulous pictures painted by 
St Michael's children and adult members, with accompanying verses to form an Advent 
Calendar.  Start at the notice board in front of the church and work your way clockwise.... and 
bring your friends so they can see the Christmas story too! 
 
 
 

 
 
   
There is also a daily Advent video offering from St Thomas's.... 
www.youtube.com/c/BeaconsfieldTeamMinistry/playlists Did you see Xandie as the Angel 
Gabriel on Day 4?! 

http://www.youtube.com/c/BeaconsfieldTeamMinistry/playlists


 
 
And, at St Mary's, Playmobil figures illustrate the Christmas Story around the outside walls of 
the church. 
 
 Remember to keep making stars in all sorts of creative ways.....some will feature in Sunday's 
2gether service! 



 

  

DANCE JERUSALEMA! FOR OUR VIRTUAL TEAM NATIVITY SERVICE - LAST CHANCE TO TAKE 
PART! 
 
Families will have received an invitation from Michelle Fotherby to be part of this project so this 
is a brief reminder: 

"As part of our journey through Advent and Christmas this year,  we are going to create our own 
version of Jerusalema, an upbeat Zulu gospel influenced song. This song came from South Africa, and 
an Angolan dance troupe was then recorded dancing to it. The Jerusalema challenge was born and it 
has become a symbol of hope across the world.  
  
 We are requesting you to film yourselves dancing to this track, as the Africans do, in the face of 
sorrow and joy, and send it to me via email or WhatsApp or upload to OneDrive via this link 
by December 14th   
  
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AvmeFt1vuICF4hRfmZVCE8r9ymHZ?e=mlpcpA 
  
I have attached a guide to the official steps (see link below) but feel free to be as creative as you like.  
  
https://youtu.be/YtuVWAQzGtE 
 
Michelle Fotherby  
michelle@stmarysbeaconsfield.org.uk 
07973 921714" 
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Please note that the Church Office will be closed  from Monday 21st December, reopening on 
Monday 4th January.  Sharon will also be taking  time off after Christmas. 
 
Joy Green RIP  Some St Michael's members may remember Joy Green who sadly died on the 8th 
December aged 89.  In giving thanks for her life, please pray for her husband Geoffrey and two 
grandchildren Alexander and Anna. 
  
Sharon International Ministries 
 
As most of you will know, Sharon International Ministries (SIM) supports a school providing 
education for children of the Dalit caste (the poorest and most disadvantaged caste in India) by 
paying the wages of the teachers.  The charity has a very close and longstanding connection 
with St. Michael's through Tom Holyer, his wife Sheila (who started the school) and others, and 
is our nominated Team Outside Giving Charity.  2020 has been a review year for Team Outside 
Giving and, on behalf of the St Michael's congregation, at its meeting on 18th November the 
DCC confirmed St Michael's continuing support for SIM over the next three year period. 
 
We reproduce below extracts from the report Tom gave to the Outside Giving Committee in 
October, by way of an update on the school, and we keep them in our prayers: 
 
Coronavirus:  The situation in the area where the school lies is very bad as local villages do not 
have the medical facilities to cope with the pandemic.  Also there is a shortage of work which has 
meant that many return from the cities back to their villages often bringing the virus with them. 
The School:  The new school year was to have started in June but that was not possible but as 
from 1st October the school has opened just for the two most senior classes (9th and 10th 
years).  All the regulations regarding social distancing, wearing of masks, and sanitising, are 
being observed and we just hope the pupils stay safe. 
Funding : We have been unable to hold any fund-raising events this year so we are relying on 
regular donations to help us keep our commitment of paying the teachers' salaries.  The amount 
we have to raise this year will meet this demand, as all the teachers have been on half pay whilst 
the school has been closed. 



 
 
Some information we can share with those in need: 
 
Need a Listening Ear?  If you need someone to talk to, for whatever reason, we have listeners 
ready to help. Call: 01494 919 232 or: betterconnectedbeaconsfield.org.uk. 
 
Can we top up your weekly food shop? If you need help getting by, phone 01494 919 232 or go 
to betterconnectedbeaconsfield.org.uk  
 
Shout A 24/7 text service free on all major mobile networks for anyone in crisis at that time, 
anywhere.  It is a place to go if you are struggling to cope and you need immediate help.  Text 
85285. https://giveusashout.org/ 
 
Samaritans telephone 116123 (24 hours a day, free to call) 
 
 

https://giveusashout.org/

